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vol. v., “ Observations upon the Great Nebula of Orion,” which 
was left unfinished by Professor Bond. 

In t 866 Professor Safford was appointed first Director of the 
Dearborn Observatory at Chicago, and devoted himself to obser¬ 
vations of nebulae with the i8-inch equatorial. In consequence 
of the great fire of 1871, the Observatory, which was supported by 
private munificence, could no longer be maintained, and Professor 
Safford from 1871-1876 was obliged to leave astronomy for 
geodetic work for the United States Government. In the latter 
year he was appointed Professor of Astronomy at Williams 
College, Williamstown, Massachusetts, a post which he continued 
to hold till his death on the 13th of June 1901. Although his 
professorial duties left him but little time for research, his 
interest in the progress of astronomy was maintained, especially 
in the improvement in the accuracy of right ascensions and 
declinations of stars both by further observation and also by 
discussion of existing star catalogues. He chose as his particular 
field the region near the North Pole, and brought out a catalogue 
•of the right ascensions of 133 stars within io° of the Pole, and 
■contributed to the Monthly Notices several papers on the com¬ 
parisons of various catalogues in this part of the sky. 

Professor Safford was a devoted and painstaking astronomer, 
and in the course of the nearly fifty years of his astronomical 
career he accomplished a considerable amount of useful work. 
He was elected an Associate of the Society in 1866. 

Christian Wilhelm Schur was bom at Altona on the 
15th of April 1846. He was a relative of Dr. Petersen, the 
Director of the Altona Observatory, from whom he derived an early 
inclination to astronomy. In 1863 he went to the University 
of Kiel and proceeded to Gottingen in 1866, where he obtained 
his doctor’s degree for a thesis on the orbit of 70 Ophiuchi. 
From Gottingen Dr. Schur went to Berlin and assisted Dr. 
Auwers in the re-reduction of Bradley’s Observations, and 
afterwards worked for some time at the Observatory with Dr. 
Foerster. He was next appointed an assistant at the Geodetic 
Institute, where he remained till 1873, when he received an 
invitation from Dr. Winnecke to the Observatory at Strass- 
burg, which had been recently rebuilt. He continued as an 
observer at Strassburg for ten years, except that in 1874 
he went to the Auckland Islands with Drs. Seeliger and 
Wolfram to make heliometric observations of the transit of 
Venus. While at Strassburg he made heliometric observations 
of Jupiter's satellites, and made a large number of observations 
of variable stars. He succeeded Winnecke as Director of the 
new observatory, and spent some years in getting it into 
order. In 1886 he became Director of the Gottingen Observatory. 
Here his first task was the publication of Klinkerfoes’ Zone 
Observations. When this was finished he was able to devote 
himself to observations with the Repsold 6-inch heliometer. He 
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investigated the errors of the instrument with the utmost care 
and executed three very laborious triangulations— Praesepe , 
h Persei, and x Persei —work which was planned and begun, if 
not finished, before the advantages of photography for this class 
of observations was generally appreciated. 

In co-operation with Dr. Gill he made extensive triangulations 
of the comparison stars of Victoria , Iris, and Sappho, and many 
observations of these planets at their oppositions in 1889 for the 
determination of the solar parallax. Under Professor Schur’s 
direction a re-reduction of Olbers’ Comet Observations was 
made by Dr. Stichtenoth was made in 1898, and appears as a 
supplement to Schilling’s Life of Olbers. 

Professor Schur died on the 1st of July 1901, at the age of 
fifty-five, after a long and severe illness. His whole life was 
spent with unremitting industry in the service of astronomy. 
He was elected an Associate on the 9th of December 1898. 
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